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to have felt about this strong, silent, uneducated
man. His neighbors trusted him. They gave
him every office in their gift, and finally he was
made j udge of the local court. In the intervals of
his toilsome and adventurous life he had picked up
a little book-learning, but the lack of more barred
the way to the higher honors which would other-
wise have been easily his. There were splendid
sources of strength in this man, the outcome of
such a race, from which his children could draw,
He was, to begin with, a magnificent animal, and
had an imposing bodily presence and appearance.
He had courage, energy, and tenacity, all in high
degree. He was business-like, a man of few
words, determined, and efficient. He had a great
capacity for affection and self-sacrifice, noble as-
pirations, a vigorous mind, and, above all, a strong,
pure character which invited trust. Force of will,
force of mind, force of character; these were the
three predominant qualities in Ebenezer Webster.
His life forms the necessary introduction to that
of his celebrated son, and it is well worth study,
because we can learn from it how much that son
got from a father so finely endowed, and how far
be profited by such a rich inheritance.

By his first wife, Ebenezer Webster had five
children. By his second wife, Abigail Eastman,
a woman of good sturdy New Hampshire stock
he had likewise five. Of these, the second son
and fourth child was born, on the. eighteenth of